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Signing Sets the Stage for Synergy in Park Protectn

Marine Protected Areas in Southern Thailand to Bengt from International Cooperation

The Strengthening Andaman Marine Protected Aredaw/dik (SAMPAN) Project is a three year
project led by the Royal Thai Government, with suppfrom the Agence Francaise de
Développement (AFD), th&onds Francais pour I'Environnement MondieBFEM or French
Global Environment Facility) and WWF Thailand. TREEM is supporting this international
cooperation with one million Euro grant.

The Director General of the National Park, Wildlded Plant Conservation Departmevit .
Chalermsak Wanichsombat said at the opening ceremony thidie‘ Andaman Coast of Thailand
IS a unique area by its diversity of habitats. Br@ngthening Andaman Marine Protected Areas
Network or SAMPAN project is directly aiming to taee, conserve and develop natural
environment and resources sustaindblyhis sentiment was mirrored bfdr. Songtam
Suksawangwhen he commented that the SAMPAN project wiagtiated one year after the
Tsunami catastrophe in 2004nd “aims to strengthen the management of Marine Pretect
Areas along the Andaman Coast and reduce impadt®ote areds

Today, in a first for international cooperationg thirector General of National Park, Wildlife and

Plant Conservation Department joined hands witleggntatives from WWF Thailand and the
Agence Francaise de Développement (AFD), to sifemorandum of Understanding outlining

cooperation to protect Similan, Surin and Mu Ko taaMarine National Parks, three Jewels of
the Andaman Sea.

This project will promote collaboration between atise stakeholders for the conservation of
Protected Areas in the Andaman Sea. Priority stalkielns are the staff and visitors to the three
National Parks, the local communities and the gowent agencies in Phangnga and Krabi
provinces. Other key project partners include, IJCMstitut de Recherche pour le
Développement (IRD), Chulalongkorn University andESCO.

The unique biological values of the Andaman SeddNat Parks support humerous important
species including sea turtles, coral reefs, margyfovests, sea grass beds and the associated
biodiversity. This natural wealth supports the fimes beaches, warm clear water and lush tropical
islands that have helped make Thailand a leadeéhenglobal tourism industry. Multitudes of
visitors who come to enjoy these natural wondeisgbsignificant revenue for local Thai
communities, but rising visitor numbers also theeato destroy the very jewels that make the
region a global attraction.



SAMPAN aims to solve the problem by improving magragnt and tourism in parks. The project
will strengthen national park administration anatpction, reduce the impacts of tourism and
develop replicable best environmental standards witvate tourism operators. It is designed to
promote sustainable tourism and ensure safeguegds place to protect vulnerable natural sites.

Francois-Xavier Duporge Country Director of AFD Thailand, said\fe are alsgroud of this
SAMPAN project as it is the first project implensehby French Global Environmental Facility
in Thailand. This facility supports activities in the follomg areas: biodiversity, climate change,
desertification, persistent organic pollutants,leiépn of stratospheric ozone layer.

Dr. William Schaedla, Country Director of the WWF Greater Mekong ThadaCountry
Programme expressed excitement at the signifigaifand has a real chance to establish
international standards with the SAMPAN ProjectheTparks on the country’s Andaman Sea
coast are, of course, world class attractions. Nbw DNP in partnership with international
agencies is working to ensure these ‘Jewels of Ahdaman’ set tourism and conservation
standards that will maintain their global status fature generation$
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